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THE CONFERENCE OF PEACE WORKERS 

By HAROLD G. TOWNSEND, Secretary of the Conference 

Abridged report of the results of the Conference of 
Peace Workers, at the Hotel Biltmore, New York City, 
February 22-23, 1917. 

The Conference of Peace Workers met in the Hotel 
Biltmore on the morning of February 22, 1917. 
The conference was called by the American Peace Soci- 
ety, acting on instructions from the continuation com- 
mittee, Frederick Lynch, chairman, appointed at the 
first informal Conference- of Peace Workers, held in the 
Broadway Tabernacle, New York City, October 26-27, 
1916. 

Dr. Lynch presented to the first session of the confer- 
ence the tabulated results of a questionnaire submitted 
to over two hundred representatives of various peace 
societies in this country, of whom eighty-one persons 
had responded. The proposals submitted and the tabu- 
lated answers follow. Those addressed were requested 
to vote on the first ten proposals as "necessary steps 
towards a durable peace." "X" in each case signifies 
proposals deemed essential for a minimum program of 
durable peace : , 

1. Annexation of territory only with due regard to the wel- 
fare and rights of its inhabitants, and, if possible, with an 
expression of their wishes. 

Yes, 73; no, 3; doubtful, 2; no vote, 5; remarks, 19; X, 62; 
not X, 21. 

2. The States shall agree to introduce in their colonies, 
protectorates and spheres of influence : 

(a) Liberty of commerce. 

Yes, 59; no, 4; doubtful, 7; no vote, 13; remarks, 3; X, 44; 
not X, 39. 

(&) Equal treatment of all nations. 

Yes, 63; no, 4; doubtful, 7; no vote, 9; remarks, 2; X, 48; 
not X, 35. 

3. Periodic Hague Conferences to formulate and codify law 
to govern international relations. 

Yes, 77; no, 0; doubtful, 2; no vote, 4; remarks, 5; X, 67; 
not X, 16. 

4. A league of nations, including the strongest, which shall 
pledge the signatories to refer all justiciable questions at 
issue to a judicial tribunal, and all other disputes not settled 
by diplomacy to a council of conciliation. 

Yes, 79; no, 1; no vote, 3; remarks, 2; X, 67; not X, 16. 

5. Concerted economic pressure to penalize a signatory 
that goes to war before submitting its case to an interna- 
tional tribunal or council of conciliation. 

Yes, 64; no, 3; doubtful, 9; no vote, 7; remarks, 9; X, 45: 
not X, 38. 

6. Concerted military pressure to penalize a signatory 



that goes to war before submitting its case to an interna- 
tional tribunal or council of conciliation. 

Yes, 39; no, 23; doubtful, 12; no vote, 9; remarks, 13; X, 29; 
not X, 54. 

7. General reduction of armaments. 

Yes, 74; no, 1; doubtful, 1; no vote, 7; remarks, 6; X, 61; 
not X, 22. 

8. The States shall guarantee to the various nationalities 
included in their boundaries equality before the law, religi- 
ous liberty, and the free use of their native languages. 

Yes, 68; no, 4; doubtful, 5; no vote, 6; remarks, 7; X, 50; 
not X, 33. 

9. Foreign policy under the effective control of the parlia- 
ments of the world. 

Yes, 65; no, 2; doubtful, 5; no vote, 11; remarks, 5; X, 46; 
not X, 37. 

10. Secret treaties shall be void. 

Yes, 63; no, 6; doubtful, 4; no vote, 10; remarks, 5; X, 46; 
not X, 37. 

11. Do you favor a conference of neutral nations to con- 
sider : 

(a) The rights of neutrals? 

Yes, 50; no, 17; doubtful, 4; no vote, 12; remarks, 16. 

(&) The conditions of permanent peace ? 

Yes, 52; no, 16; doubtful, 2; no vote, 13; remarks, 7. 

(c) A request to all belligerents to state specifically just 
what terms would satisfy them to bring the war to an end! 

Yes, 47; no, 17; doubtful, 5; no vote, 14; remarks, 8. 

(d) Mediation? 

Yes, 36; no, 18; doubtful, 9; no vote, 20; remarks, 15. 

12. Do you wish the United States to call such a confer- 
ence? If so, when? 

Yes, 59 (at once, 31; as soon as practicable, 26); no, 14; 
doubtful, 5; no vote, 4; remarks, 30. 

13. Should neutrals now protest against an economic war 
after the present war? 

Yes, 45; no, 23; doubtful, 5; no vote, 10; remarks, 10. 

14. Shall the United States Government act upon the prin- 
ciple that investments by its citizens shall be protected by 
such legal safeguards as are provided in the country where 
the investments are made, and that they shall not be placed 
under the military and naval forces of the United States? 

Yes, 67; no, 5; doubtful, 3; no vote, 8; remarks, 7. 

15. Are you in favor of the introduction of military train- 
ing into the elementary and secondary schools? 

Yes, 7; no, 67; doubtful, 3; no vote, 6; remarks, 6. 

16. Do you favor military training, military science, and 
military history as a part of the curriculum, required or 
elective, in colleges! 

Yes, 7; no, 50; doubtful, 3; no vote, 2; remarks, 20; oppos- 
ing required but favoring elective, 21. 

17. Do you favor military training for all young men? 
Yes, 13; no, 59; doubtful; 3; no vote, 8; remarks, 9. 

. 18. Do you favor conscription? 
Yes, 9; no, 64; doubtful, 3; no vote, 7; remarks, 10. 

19. Do you favor the passage of a bill to repeal that sec- 
tion of the army reorganization law of 1916, which provides 
for conscription in time of war? 

Yes, 49; no, 15; doubtful, 5; no vote, 14; remarks, 3. 

20. Do you favor effort to secure at once : 

(a) As a preventive measure against dangerous interna- 
tional controversies the enactment of a Federal statute ex- 
tending the jurisdiction of our Federal courts over all cases 
involving the rights of resident aliens? 

Yes, 73; no, 2; doubtful, 3; no vote, 5; remarks, 4. 

(6) Recommendation by the President to Congress that 
it create a commission of not less than five members, whose 
duty it shall be to study the entire problem of relations of 
America with Japan and China; and the further recom- 
mendation to Congress that it invite the Government of 
China and the Government of Japan each to appoint a 
similar commission? 

Yes, 73; no, 2; doubtful, 3; no vote, 5; remarks, 4. 

21. Do you favor efforts to secure- the cooperation of citi- 
zens of foreign origin to show us the needs and aspirations 
of the common people in the belligerent countries? 

Yes, 49; no, 13; doubtful, 7; no vote, 14; remarks, 1. 

At the third regular session of the conference the 
delegates adopted the following four resolutions reported 



116 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



April 



by the committee on program, with amendments here 
incorporated : 

1. Whereas, War has been proved the most expensive, un- 
just, and ineffective means of settling international disputes, 
therefore be it 

Resolved,, That this conference stands unalterably against 
war, as a means of settling international disputes, not only 
as a general principle, but in this present crisis as well, and 
be it further 

Resolved, That the President and Congress of the United 
States be asked to take steps to settle questions that may 
arise during the crisis by conciliatory or judicial methods. 

2. Resolved, That this conference stand unequivocally by 
the provisions of the United States Constitution dealing with 
the rights of free speech, free press, and free assemblage, 
and call upon the people to demand that Congress refrain 
from tinkering in any manner with the constitutional rights 
of the American people ; and that, therefore, we stand firmly 
in opposition to the more dangerous and ill-defined provis- 
ions of the so-called "espionage" or Overman act. 

3. Whereas, Militarism is contrary to the spirit of de- 
mocracy, subversive of free popular government and institu- 
tions, and inculcates the warlike spirit, therefore be it 
further 

Resolved, That we express ourselves as unalterably op- 
posed to the inauguration of compulsory military training in 
State or Nation, and against conscription of any sort, whether 
in time of peace or in time of war. And be it further 

4. Resolved, That we also oppose military training in the 
elementary or higher public schools and in the colleges of the 
United States, and that we cordially approve the adoption 
of sane and well-considered systems of physical training (for 
both boys and girls), free from military features or sugges- 
tion, as an essential part of their education. 

The following resolution upon the question of a refer- 
endum vote on war was passed, but with the request by 
the minority that their disapproval, which was ex- 
pressed by a respectable vote, be registered : 

Speaking from our faith in democracy as well as from our 
hopef of peace, we demand that in this as in all other inter- 
national crises, no matter how grave the provocation, the 
question of war and peace, most vital of all questions in the 
life of a nation, be submitted to the people for an advisory 
referendum vote before Congress declare war, or before anj 
irrevocable step is taken towards war. 

At the final session of the conference an emergency 
committee reported for acceptance by the conference 
seven recommendations dealing with the present diplo- 
matic crisis of this country. These recommendations, 
as they were accepted by vote of those present, are as 
follows : 

1. That a delegation of five members, to be appointed by 
the chairman of the conference, Dr. Kirchwey, be sent in the 
name of the conference to interview the President of the 
United States, to lay before him the resolutions adopted by 
the conference, and to make an appeal to him to refrain from 
a resort to war for the solution of our difficulties with Ger- 
many. 

2. That letters from individual members of the conference, 
the societies which were represented, and from public meet- 
ings held under their auspices, be sent to the members of 
Congress, for the purpose indicated in Number 1. 

3. That a committee of three be appointed by the chairman 
of the conference, Dr. Kirchwey, for the purpose of prepar- 
ing and publishing, at the earliest possible moment, a leaflet 
stating the reasons why this country must be kept out of war 
with Germany. 

4. That the American Peace Society be requested to estab- 
lish, as part of the plan of organization which is under con- 
sideration by the committee on organization, a bureau of 
information, and a clearing-house of cooperation among the 
various peace societies. 

5. That this clearing-house be requested to organize im- 
mediately speaking tours, or flying wedges, which shall pro- 



ceed at once throughout this country, East, West, North, and 
South, for the purpose of opposing militarism and promoting 
peace in general. 

6. That the clearing-house establish a publicity bureau and 
procure the services of a publicity agent, who shall supply 
copy especially to the country newspapers, and if access to the 
metropolitan dailies can be secured in no other way, to 
Insert such copy as advertisements in them. It is specially 
recommended that the publicity bureau stress the President's 
speech to the Senate on the 22d of January ; and that this 
speech, properly subdivided and provided with headlines, 
shall be very widely distributed. 

7. That, if the six recommendations noted above shall be 
adopted by the conference, they shall be printed on a separate 
slip and sent immediately to the societies represented in the 
conference for immediate action, in so far as this is possible. 

A series of findings, as drawn from the proceedings 
at the various sessions, was presented by Mr. Call, chair- 
man of the committee, to the conference, and accepted 
in the following form : 

1. The members of the Conference of Peace Workers of 
America again solemnly pledge their support to the great and 
enduring faiths and achievements of American democracy, 
and they express unanimously their absolute confidence in 
the lofty sentiments expressed by President Wilson in his 
message to the United States Senate on January 22, 1917. 

2. We reaffirm our approval of the socalled Hensley clauses 
in the last naval appropriations bill, which are now the law 
of our land, which are aimed towards securing a conference 
of nations, not later than the close of the present war in 
Europe, and which were passed in the interest of propor- 
tional disarmament and of the initiation of peaceful tri- 
bunals to settle international difficulties. 

3. This conference unanimously regrets the recent action of 
the Naval Committee of the Senate by which action it can- 
celled the following lines from the present naval bill : 

"It is hereby reaffirmed to be the policy of the United 
States to adjust and settle its international disputes 
through mediation or arbitration, to the end that war 
may be honorably avoided." 

This conference respectfully petitions the Naval Committee 
of the Senate to restore these lines, embodying, as they do, 

such a fundamental American principle. 

By vote of the conference, there were also accepted as 
the faith of those present the ten provisions for peace 
through justice known as the "Kecommendations of 
Havana," adopted by the American Peace Society, Jan- 
uary 20, 1917, and by the American Institute of Inter- 
national Law, January 22, 1917. These recommenda- 
tions may be found printed upon the front cover of this 
magazine. 



"A MIRACLE OF DEMOCRACY" 

By ELEANOR M. MOORE, of Melbourne, Australia 

For sixteen years past both men and women have been 
fully enfranchised in Australia, and have exercised 
their power freely at general elections, and also upon 
occasions of special referenda; but on October 28, 1916, 
when the burning question of conscription was sub- 
mitted to the people, a record poll was taken. Of the 
2,782,709 electors on the federal roll (of whom a little 
less than half are women), 2,231,116 cast effective votes. 
Included in this total are the 230,000 men on active 
service abroad. With the exception of these latter, 
every vote recorded meant the personal presence of the 
voter at a polling booth, no postal voting being permitted. 
In the sparsely populated districts inland this often 



